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Intransigence Has Its Rewards

In our 2005 edition, we reported that Lianne & Rachel had staked out a hard line against the possibility of EVER leaving Peachtree City.  Well their intransigence was rewarded when VJ caved-in (notably under the stress of sustained combat) and weaseled his way into an assignment to the Plans Division at Army Forces Command in Atlanta.  When this “contract” comes up for re-negotiation in a couple years, VJ’s options are apparently retirement or geo-bachelorhood – again.

Daughter Multiplies!

One “benefit” of stabilizing the family has been that we have acquired a “bonus” daughter, Rachel’s “BFF” Cailin.  The fact that she is the daughter of a Penn State Alum and both her parent’s hail from Pittsburgh made the “adoption” smooth.

Cats Adapt Reluctantly

Cat sisters Heather and Twix happily dominate the household and have very, very reluctantly agreed to “share” Rachel and Lianne now that the Big, Noisy, Threatening One is home   Of course that doesn’t mean that he is entitled to any cat attention or affection.  That is exclusively reserved to those who have earned Preferred Human Status.

.
Where’s the Beach: The Final Chapter (Hopefully!)

VJ and 1-37 Armor, the Bandits, spent all of 2006 and a few months of 2007 in Iraq - hence no newsletter last year! After a few quiet months on the Syrian border west of Mosul, they spearheaded an offensive to reclaim Ramadi in Al Anbar from Al Qadia in Iraq.  It was a very hard, bloody fight, but the Bandits and the rest of 1/1AD prevailed making possible the dramatic change in that city and province we see today.  After redeployment to Germany in February, the battalion inactivated, VJ relinquished command and returned home to Atlanta in June.  He is slowly adapting to life as an “echelon-above-reality staff puke” in civil society.  A new BMW helps…. 

Road (and Path) Hazard!

Rachel, a sophomore at McIntosh High School, recently acquired a diver’s permit.  Not only does this give her a license to terrorize blue-haired citizens on the streets of our town, but it also enables her to freely roam city cart paths on our golf cart, “Phantom.”  Despite VJ’s best efforts to train her for future career in Formula 1 or NASCAR, Lianne’s “fearful & responsible” driving genes seem to be prevailing.  24 hours at the BMW Driver’s School may change that….

Lianne: More Than Just a Pretty Face

Lianne hates to edit these newsletters.  She thinks she never has anything significant to report.  Well, we, the editor and his apprentice, beg to disagree.  For the past two years, she was the glue that held together a family challenged by separation and war. Despite being a single parent, Lianne managed to support Rachel’s busy volleyball and social schedule.  While supporting a husband overseas, she made a difference in the lives of countless women as the Nurse-Navigator at a major metro-Atlanta hospital’s breast care clinic. Oh yeah, she’s stronger and runs farther than your mom too!

2006-2007 Edition – Twice the news, same low price!
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All the news that fits the page!





Merry Christmas/Happy Hanukah/Blessed Festivus to all.  Please remember our wounded Soldiers and those who have made the ultimate sacrifice for your freedom.  May 2008 bring victory, peace, happiness, and togetherness to you and your loved ones. 	       Rachel, Lianne, & VJ








New Address!











Cailin & Rachel 





Our New Peachtree City Home





Santa & VJ in Ramadi 2006








